
1 
 

Winfield United Church  
Annual General Congregational Meeting Minutes 

March 1, 2020 

 
Welcome and Opening: Sandy Bogardis welcomed the 50 adults present. This was followed by  

a prayer lead by our minister, Joan Kessler.  
 
Nomination of Chairperson:  Joan called for nominations for chairperson of the meeting.  

Moved by Doug Martindale, seconded by Penny Gambell  
That Sandy Bogardis be asked to chair the meeting. Carried. 

 
Nomination of Recording Secretary:  

Moved by Fran Schultz, seconded by Jim Taylor 
That Elaine Towgood record the minutes of the meeting. Carried.  

 
Voting Privileges:  

Moved by Bill Pullan, seconded by Lynn Lemp  
That all members and adherents have full privileges to speak and vote. Carried. 

 
Adoption of Agenda;  

Moved by Barb Logie, seconded by Bill Pullan  
That the agenda be adopted as presented. Carried. 

 
Acceptance of Minutes of Jan 20, 2019 congregational meeting to elect a search team: 

Moved by Bev Edwards-Sawatzky, seconded by Eleanor Geen. Carried.  
 
Acceptance of Minutes of March 24, 2019 AGM:  

Moved by Jeannette Buchholz, seconded by Jim Taylor. Carried.  
 
2019 Annual Reports: 
 Moved by Don Sawatzky, seconded by Bill Pullan 

That the reports be received as presented in the Report Booklet. Carried.  
 
2019 Financial Report: Mae Husk presented the Treasurers Report and pointed out that,  

although the local contributions were down, the healthy excess of receipts over 
 disbursements was due to 

• No full-time minister for most of the year 
• In-house pulpit supply (Bob Thompson, Jim Taylor, Doug Martindale, Fran 

Schultz and Eat, Play, Love.) 
• Increase in income from the Thrift Shop 
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Total receipts in 2019:  $217, 115.18 
Total disbursements:  $167,711.95 
Receipts minus Disbursements:  $49,40323 

 
Moved by Mae Husk, seconded by Reg Houghton 
That the financial report be accepted. Carried. 

 
Sandy thanked Mae for her work in keeping track of our finances.  

 
2020 Budget Presentation and Adoption: Presented by Mike Schwartzentruber.  

The 2020 budget projects a deficit of $10,485.83. This could be eliminated if each of our  
approximately 85 families contributed an average of $26/week. 

 
Moved by Norrie Cochrane, seconded by Penny Gambell 
That the budget for 2020 be adopted. Carried. 
 
Sandy thanked Mike for putting the 2020 budget together.  

 
Nominations and Elections for Council and Ministry Teams:  

- Secretary of Council:  The Church Council was pleased to nominate Mary Jo McQuaid  
for election to the Church Council in 2020 for the position of secretary for 2 years.  

MOTION:  To accept the nomination of Mary Jo and to reaffirm the Council members as  
listed in the Agenda. 

Moved by Norrie Cochrane, seconded by Bill Pullan. Carried.  
 

- Sandy thanked those who had served on Council or other positions this past year 
and had finished their terms or were leaving their positions:  

• From Council:  Jane Vatkin, Eleanor Geen, Mike Schwartzentruber, Spiro 
Vouladakis. 

• From the Search Team:  Don Sawatzky, Sandy Bogardis, Karen Gibbons, Spiro 
Vouladakis, Penny Gambell. 

• From Worship Ministry Team:   Joan Taylor 
• From Spiritual Nurture Team:  Julie Elliott,   

 
New Business: 

1) Visioning Process:  We are waiting for word from Allison Rennie on going ahead with 
this.  

2) Eat, Play, Love (EPL) Sundays: It was decided that EPL would fill in the last Sunday of 
the month from January to June of 2019 and extended until December 31/19 as we 
had not yet called a minister. Michelle Howe, Children and Youth Co-ordinator and 
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leader of these events, has just advised us that she will no longer be available on 
Sundays. EPL will not continue in its same form but something new may emerge to 
take it’s place. Some of the questions and ideas that were shared: 

• How can we get everyone involved in determining how we want to do 
church? 

• What makes us feel spiritually nurtured? 
• The intergenerational component is vital. 
• We need to consciously work toward community building. 
• It’s important to offer something inspirational every Sunday.  
• Are we open to looking at different ways of doing church?  
• We need to be relevant to the wider community.  

 
In Memoriam: Bob Thompson presented acknowledged our members who had passed away in  

the past year and reminded us that we are who we are because they had touched our  
lives: 

  Marilyn Pullan 
  Peter Short 
  Yvonne Greaves 
  Doris Blomquist-Shields 
  Rita McAleer 
 
Thank You:  Sandy thanked all those who had offered their time and talents to enrich the life of  

our community at Winfield United Church. A special thanks to Jim Taylor for organizing  
pulpit supply and to those who helped with that, to the EPL team for their work in 
leading those services and to the Geens who organized the food for many special 
occasions.  

 
Motion to Close:  Moved by Doug Martindale, seconded by John Greenough that the meeting  

be adjourned. Carried.  
 


